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Preface

A fragmented system is made up of gaps, yet a hole is
never empty.

When dispersion is fundamental, the connections
themselves become more crucial than the core. This
text attempts to record the experience of digressional
thought, like a screenshot that documents a collection
of www-excavations.

Is it not arts objective to produce experiences that
refuse to be quantifiable, predictable or lucrative? Will
a work built upon connection and association, instead
of unification and coherence, be regarded as unprofit-
able? If measure requires a united unit, then that which
seems incalculable will be registered as worthless.

Confronting a capitalist mode of production can be to
abandon the notion of rational containment, in favour
of thought that is leaking, bleeding and scattered.
Thinking as such could benefit from embracing that
which is fundamentally porous, seeping, not to say
incontinent, instead of fighting the fragmentary. A nar-
rative being read through its plot holes denies thought
as being singular and solid.

The future of knowledge production is not only about
drilling to the core, but also about caressing the sur-
face. Contemporary methods of thought will not consist
in distilling an essence, but about accepting difference,
linking nodes and dealing with constant change. To
hover a field withoutever defining the centre does not
necessarily mean missing the point.

INTRO



Disclaimer

1
Sipping at the search bar, late night,
red-eyed, 20 tabs open but remembers
nothing.

2
To slice a screenshot open: a handful
of thumbnails, a mouthful of dirt.

3
The etymologist exfoliates, she peels
layers off words, she scrapes the sur-
face to reveal their ancestry.

4
She is the archaeologist of meaning,
the geologist of words, she drills so
deep down the petro-oleum squirts out.

5
Dark oil used to be green living matter,
but who remembers any of it now?
What grows in stagnant water, except
for algae?

b
Tasteful words, to lick, to leak,
A sixth sense, to slip, to seep

7
Oh, the crust was salty but the bud
tastes sweet.
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SAMPLE

8
The block, the piece, the seed, the
fragment.

9
Stash grains in the bank for hard times
to come.

10
Language means tongue but a lick
won’t say much. Mother-serpent-
silver strokes the lonely tooth.

n
The mole dug a hole for the snake to
exit, the insurgence is busy undermin-
ing the empire.

12
Who frowns at the double standard of
subterranean economies? Drag and
drop your debt in the depth.

13
Reason eats out of the priviliged hand.

[
Swallowed pride will fossilize into a
kidney stone of anguish.

(§)
The one (1), the Whole is in a binary
couple with the zero (0), the Hole.

16
Is sapiens the smart-ass or the wisdom

tooth? Is it reason and unity, is it the
One and the Whole?

7
Communication is permeated by
money, swallowed by bots, soaked up
by miners.

18
Words are porous, words betray, lan-
guage is a currency, speech is corrupt.

19
You could shut up but you're still six
feet under, one step behind, jetlagged
and broke. It sucks to be in debt but it
sucks even more to hit rock bottom.

20
So where to escape then, except for
down the invisible dungeons of the
mole?

21
The holey space, the pitch black vault,

where nobody sees your size zero bank

account?

22
The dermatologist, the dentist, the
philosopher, and the angel investor met
for brunch. The moderator goes: ”So,
what can we do about acceleration?”

23
The first one said: “fill up the pores,
turn the skin smooth, inject more
dermal fillers.” The second said: “we
gotta pull pain out by the roots.”

24
The philosopher had a mimosa.
Then he mumbled: "we’re no longer
enclosed, but in permanent debt.”

25
The business angel added: "Doesn’t
matter if the glass is half empty or half
full. All that matters is that you are the
one pouring the water. ”
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On Gaupe

(1) It is primarily this
significance Deleuze &
Guattari seek out when
they adopt the term in
”A Thousand Plateaus” p.
33-36, p.40-45.

(2) Neither ‘molar’ or
‘molecular’ is a privi-
leged term (and both
constantly intertwine) in
what one could describe
as Deleuzes & Guattaris

(3) Got those french tips dirty
at the dungeon

‘chemistry of being’. Ibid.,
p.33, p.296.

A mole is a mole is a spy or a tiny mammal, a bulldozer
of state secrets or the crust of the Earth, but also a
beauty spot, a wisdom tooth or a giant stone structure
rolled out like a tongue to keep two bodies of water apart.
It may be latin for mass, but without —cu/e as diminutive
suffix the majority of moles out there remain associated
with spots on the cheek, an underground animal or the
agent behind the inside job.

Abstract molarity, applied to politics, is associated

with governance, majority, State power and the central
institutions shaping and framing individuals. On the
other hand, that which is molecular is what destabilizes
and atomizes those very categories. The molar/macro,
expressed in the linear and static, is positioned against a
molecular/micropolitics which aims to uproot and create
difference from a social to a cellular level, to make con-
nections that are local, singular, flexible and contingent.
Molar is a unit in physics that defines a body of matter as
a whole instead of the parts constituting it (the atomic
or molecular).") As such, the notion of molarity can
serve as an allegory of a socio-historical force of fixation,
standardization and homogeneity. It can then be con-
trasted to that of the molecular, supple and fluid processes
creating disturbance in ’'molar’ systems. Molar/molecular
can function as two distinct, but interconnected ways of
looking at phenomena (each with their particular danger
associated with them): one of structures and systems of
totalization and the other of change, rupture and inde-
terminate movement.

The figurative notion of 'molar’ draws on the coded
Whole, the binary opposition, the unified identity, the
mass, the either / or, whereas the ’'molecular’ seeks the
undefined, the fragment, the perpetual change, the
becoming rather than being, the both / and.”
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MOLE, MOLAR MOLECULAR







Pillow talk /1

(8) Moten, Harney
“The Undercommons: Fugitive

\ TO Work tOd;ay e = e Planning & Black Study” p.87.
asked, more and more, tody

a\ without thinking, to feel
without emotion, to move

i
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MOLAR MOLECULAR
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Gbe morctal coil
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MOLAR

(12) These rock formations,
known as Daemonelix, were
thought of as ’the devils cork-
screws’ until a skeleton trapped
inside one of the hollow coils
changed the picture. The bones
betrayed them as being the fos-
silized burrows from a paleo-

castor (prehistoric beaver) dig-
ging spiral escape routes with
their front teeth.
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MORTAL





















Pillow talk

/ 2
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TEETH

24)

24. Linnaeus,
“Philosophica Botanica” p. 169

31

CATEGORIZATION



Pleats (pls)

Tooth enamel is the hardest substance in living bodies
and can often be exhumed long after bones and flesh dis-
integrates. In other words, the amount of fossilized shark
teeth outnumber the shark hearts by far. Teeth balance
between the interior and exterior of bodies, fixed to the
hidden skeleton yet clearly visible from the outside. Fos-
sils have snitched on the behaviour of their prehistoric
host for centuries, until petrified teeth and other bones
somehow lost the battle of who’s the paleontological
hero number one to the macro-molecules of DNA.

Teeth also held a position as proof regarding much more
recent remains. Forensic odontologists at crime scene
investigations used to step in to determine age, lifestyle
and other historical details from the teeth of a victim
when all other biometric identification techniques had
failed. Dental records would track perpetrators and bite
mark identification used to be a valuable proof in court.
But DNA inevitably gained territory, justice got smaller
and legal evidence left the mouth.

Such change could be seen as a literal switch from molar
to molecular, from the firmly rooted to the imperceptible
particle, as a bunch of useless teeth illustrate a global
transformation from societies of hierarchical discipline to
those of scattered control. And the need to resurrect as a
flexible, self-promoting unit on a competitive job market
might cause quite some forensic dentists to start biting
their nails, with unemployment looming on the horizon.
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TEETH

(25) Crease, crust, crisis: a fossil-
ized mastodont molar, a folded
type of rock, a pleated frozen

dessert.
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MOLECULAR






Staring out your ferctile window,
but the future looks gloomy

from bere
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PRESERVATION

The etymological root of window is a
merge of wind and eye. Screens are a type
of wind-eyes that eventually became syn-
onym to monitors (from: supervision, to
keep things in order) and displays (from:
banner, unfolded). Screen-windows seduce
and promise, from the retina display to
the silver screen, and they seem to be our
tool of choice for looking at signs, symbols
and binary code.

Windows are the invisible mediator
separating two sides: any transmission of
information between sender and receiver
is filtered by the window itself, posing

as invisible but inherently not. “” The
crystalline lens is a window to a system
where vision ranks higher than any other
of the senses. An ocularcentric world
order gives sight primacy and associates it
with reason, the written word outrules the
spoken. Agreements are eye-to-eye, seeing
is believing, see for yourself.

(28)

27. Massumi also described windows
as ‘a framed and tamed static perspective

from one local space onto another that re-

mains structurally distinct from it See
more: Massumi, ”Sensing The Vir-
tual, Building the Insensible” p.22

28. The ‘fertile window’ designates
the days prior to ovulation where
the chance of conceiving is the
highest. How to stretch the gap of
progeny? Would ovarian cryopres-
ervation (or, freezing eggs) be a way
to peak through the window of op-
portunity, even if the curtains are
closed?

37

VISION



From pouring blue blood to
pouring flat whites down
the infinity pool

of youth

29. See more on this: Virilio, ~ 30. A &lind hole is what engi-

"The Vision Machine” p.72-  neers calls a perforation with

76. no exit. The Kola Superdeep
Borehole, reaching an un-
precedented artificial depth,
was drilled in 1989 on the
Kola Peninsula, Murmansk as
a research project initiated by
the USSR.

The blind bunny who jumped
down the abandoned 12km deep
rabbit-hole has yet to be located.
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DEPTH

To move really fast but also really deep is a tricky combi-
nation. Does a global (and metaphorical) loss in the field
of vision stem from the processes that successfully speed
up progress? Is it so that the faster things go, the more
we lose the sense of lateral vision and depth of field to a
collective glaucoma, in an ever-increasing tunnel-vision
that flattens sight like on a screen? *” The reason why so
few animals have eyes located in the front is no coinci-
dence, since dangers come both from behind and the
sides. Only humans, thirsty for acceleration, look straight
ahead in eager anticipation, as if looking through the
windshield of a high-speed car.
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VISION



Pbilantorpor (n):
thbe deep sleep
of the generous donor

Maybe wisdom once translated as’profound insight’,
before increased connectivity and online presence forced
such idea of depth through an identity crisis. When
general storage of knowledge migrated into ghostly cloud
services, when oracles came to be hosted in server halls
instead of temples, it meant irreversible changes to the
architecture of wisdom. The internet, capable to accom-
modate extremely specialized and hyper-narrow expertise
in an unpredecented amount of topics, dispersed knowl-
edge, flattened hierarchies and redefined depth.

A top-down disciplinary society never really disappeared,
but the constraining ’walls’ (of the factory, school, family,
prison) crumbled, letting a vast control spread over entire
societies. There is no longer any need of confined spaces,
as discipline has mutated into networked operations,
decentralized financial sectors and a credit card history
that follows you like a faithful dog. The fourth wall was
broken, Wall Street got seized, a stream of notifications
punctured the wall of silence.®"

The neoliberal market permeated thought and speech

so completely and invisibly that any obvious surveillance
and propaganda turned obsolete. Society was diagnosed
as no longer enclosed, but in constant debt.“” Discipline
meant long duration, but control has a rapid turnover.

It is short-termed, continuous and without limits — the
ideal condition for growing debt.

40

DEPTH

31. The walls of a house cre-
ates a capsule where undefined
Things turn into possessions.
Walls are obstructions, divisons,
barriers and screens. Flusser
pointed out that no matter how
many windows a solid wall has
it still doesn’t move with the
wind, it remains firmly anchored
on the spot. The contemporary
screen-window is not a solid wall,
but it moves along with the fluc-
tuations of the online breeze. A
screen used to be the name of
a fabric wind-tamer, a tent or
an umbrella or a foldable shel-
ter. It was a portable wall, but is
nowadays also seen as a window
through which one looks at net-
works. See more: Flusser,”Shape
of Things” p. 55-57.

32. Deleuze "Postscript on the
Societies of Control” p. 6.

33. When melting perma-debt seems
as unlikely as any retivement bene-

fits. (youtube - “Little Picanini

prayer”)

34. Deep Thought: the omnipres-
ent computer/oracle described
in D. Adams 1979 sci-fi novel “A
Hitchhikers Guide to the Gal-
axy” Deep Mind: as an Al com-
pany owned by Google/Alphabet
(2014) which primarily devel-
ops machine learning / neural
network technology, aiming to
mimic the actions of human
memory, adopting the role of an
oracle.

With full automation moving from sci-fi ‘Deep Thought’
to business ‘Deep Mind’ to the scarcity of deep pockets
everywhere except for with the infamous one percent, it
is almost as if the notion of depth attempted to rebrand
itself by breaking away from pure verticality and descen-
dance.® Perhaps’debth’ would be a more appropriate
term for the weight of a debt pushing one down in a
hole so abysmal that any exit could only be located at the
other end of the tunnel.

\
"And forgive ustour debts”

(33)
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DEBT









Pillow talk / 3

39. Deleuze & Guattari
”A Thousand Plateaus” p. 413

(39)

46 47

HOLE-Y PERFORATE










Sugary unitc, seeking
arrangement
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STANDARDS

Approximation is always bad business.

A limp handshake and giveaway stress
balls won’t seal the deal, and neither will
conflicting standards. The talk of trade
requires united units, because who speaks
of exchange without a vocabulary of mea-
sure?

"help, is my mole abnormal? is this sex
average? is my debt standard?” Often
imperceptible, usually hidden but gener-
ally ubiquitous — standards require obe-
dience and conformity to allow access to
the world. They are agreements of occa-
sionally unclear origin, yet so universal
they become unavoidable (just try living
by your own system of units, symbols and
measurement of time without feeling a
slight hint of isolation).

What decides a standard? Where are they
born? Who benefits from their compo-
sition? The 11th edition of the ’General
Conference on Weights and Measure’ (in
1960) attempted to bring order to the
eternal chaos of estimation by settling on
six base units for calculating the world:
the metre, the kilogram, the second, the
ampere, the kelvin and the candela. This
six-pack were later joined by the mole
(describing an amount of substance) as
the seventh group member in the early
seventies.

(46b)
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UNITS






ALL THAT MATTERS IS

'"POURING THE WATER”

/ MARC CUBAN
L A £







(I) bow to calibrate your
screen-kids-chakras

(II) align your

bips-goals-relationsbips

It has been observed how leisure time
increasingly blurs with work time into a
swampy gig—event—life compound, which
also has been called “the standardization
of cognitive procedures which digitally
formats the mind”. ¥ Is the solution

for cleaning up your own mental slush
to streamline your passions, sync your
interests and centralize your affinities?
As capital mutated into a pervasive force
crawling into intellectual territory, the
online search bar became the gold mine
where words turn into value. However, the
harvesting and analysing of emitted data
does not explicitly discipline individu-
als per se, but helps to influence a more
subtle form of control — a control that is
permissive yet essentially monitored.

Some argue that the hierarchy of
human-machine has turned over, so that
in the eyes of a neural network any human
looks like a nice but naive data-producing
factory. Without measure there would be
no standard, and the developments of
large scale data-accumulation on virtually
anything has let obsessive comparison
expand into areas previously considered
”private” or “intimate”. Fragments of
time—labor—love are continuously soaked
up, until they paint a gloomy aura of all
the information you ever sweated. When
does a collector turn into a hoarder? A
tiny spoiler: you don’t get to decide that
when it comes to your own information.
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HOLE-Y

(53) Berardi, ”I Want to Think:
POST-U”

(54) The single perforation in

a piece of paper is a mark of

validation, usage and expiry
(tickets, cards). Multiple holes
speak of archiving, data pro-
cessing or function as a record-
ing medium.

The paper hole is a hole facing

obsolecence, as fewer sheets of

paper make it into the archives.
This chart shows commonly
used holes in papers intend-
ed for general filing purposes.
Which multiple hole punch
is used describes the specific
system of archiving, yet the
multitude of competing stan-
dards resemble a coded Braille
message rather than a homoge-
nized archive.

Yet at the same time, our ways of digesting content also had to readjust,
since information is increasingly encountered in a decontextualized,
detached and compressed format. Bumping into incoherent, cut-
and-pasteable pieces, and treating these as indefinitely recombinable
segments, is emblematic of our novel ways of assembling and treating
information. The mind as a holey space is leaking, seeping and bleeding
out sensible data for someone else to drink, but it is equally develop-
ing the capacity of sucking up more information than ever before. The
aquatic sponge is a porous, adaptive and absorbing organism — qualities
that might equally be worth aspiring for when it comes to cognition.
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FRAGMENTS



Cacbhe rules
everytbhing around

Mole, as a unit, is a vessel for large quan-
tities of extremely small entities (such as
atoms or molecules). It is like the grain
silo of chemistry, assembling the very
much of the very tiny. Hoarding, saving
and gaining interest requires a repository
of gatherings, as embodied by the con-
tainer—treasury—vault. Stashing seeds (or
any other asset) simplifies comparison and
allows for planning, prediction and risk
management. Standards feed off stockpile,
they pull an average out of the mass.

At some point most hunter-gather com-
munities signed up for an extreme make-
over that turned them into entrepreneurs,
bankers and land owners. And any’free
action’ they had previously been busy
with got rebranded as labor. Only the
crust of the Earth exists in such specific
character and moderate quantity that it
can be divided into pieces for cultiva-
tion and ownership — neither air, water
or any other element could (at least so
far) be captured in the same sense. When
undefined territory got partitioned into
separate regions of land it also gave rise
to the idea of ground rent, one of the
first measurements of productivity. Your
landlord from hell, charging extra for
carpet cleaning, could be seen as a direct
descendant. Without comparing the crop
from portions of land after accumulating
surplus harvest, such notions as capital,
currency, credit and profit would never
have emerged. ©

62

ACCUMULATION

55. Deleuze & Guattari de-
scribes a three-headed (State)
apparatus of capture where
”Land is stockpiled territory,
the tool [work] is stockpiled
activity, and money is stock-
piled exchange” which in turn
gives monopolistic appropria-
tion of a) land through abso-
lute rent, b) activity through
labor by surplus labor and
¢) means of commodity ex-
change, comparison, issuance
of currency. They would say
that labor only becomes labor
once a standard of compari-
son is imposed (in the form of
a definitive quantity to be pro-
duced or time to be worked)
generating surplus labor from
which other labor is subtract-
ed. Deleuze & Guattari, "A
Thousand Plateaus” p.444-446

56. Crawling in a storage of
surplus gold has its own dan-
ger to it: working on top of a
full silo can sometimes cause
the grains to collapse, like
quicksand that sucks the body
down in a fatal phenomena
known as ‘grain engulfment’.
Death by gluten, crushed by
carbs — it takes seconds to
sink, minutes to suffocate and
hours to locate the body.
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UNITS






Getting face time
with your ex at
dandelion o'clock

The sundial could have been a plant-

dial, sustained by circadian rhythms, if
Linnaeus seed time had gotten more
attention. Horologium Florae is based on
the innate (cellular) bio-clock of living
organisms, and also doubles as a pleasant
gardening concept. It only ever existed on
a hypothetical level — he did indeed do
some crucial miscalculations and some-
how forgot about the climate in Uppsala,
Sweden (half a year of darkness and cold)
where he was based for most of his life.
Nevertheless Linnaeus proposal for a
botanical clock, composed of various flow-
ers opening and closing according to the
time of the day, was an avant-garde sugges-
tion on how to estimate time passing,. **

Carl himself boasted that the plant pow-
ered Horologrum Florae would be ”so accu-
rate it would put all the watchmakers in
Sweden out of business”, but his project
never saw any large scale success. Perhaps
he predicted something about employ-
ment instead, of the precarious worker
juggling multiple jobs on minimum wage.
His part-time working plants are not that
far from todays intern who works from
goat’s beard to water lily but only gets
paid for marigold to hawkweed.
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TIME

(58) 'Tortorello, M. ”Five
Minutes to Moonflower” NY
Times, January 2015

(59) Linnaeus categorized the
plants as following: meteorict,
who change their opening
and closing times depending
on weather conditions; #rop-

ic; according to the length of

the day and aequinoctales which
have fixed opening and clos-
ing times no matter what.
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SEEDS



Smearing Gaia’'s afterbirch

on,oi[y cbeeks to aid skin

rejuvenaction

Other sources of liquid nutrients

Butterfly drinking from the tears of a turtle o

(61)
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TIME

60. Goodspeed, et al. "Post-
harvest Circadian Entrainment
Enhances Crop Pest Resistance
and Phytochemical Cycling”

61. Certain types of butterflies
are known to obtain nutrients
from moist substances, a be-
haviour known as mud-puddling.
Far from the ocean many in-
sects will do whatever it takes
to soak up salt, and since turtle
tears are rich in sodium it has
become the drink of choice for
a number of species.

Jumping between time zones, artificial sun
from backlit devices and the ’part-time
freedom’ that made work hours stretch
into whatever-hour-available were all
guilty in pushing bodies into perpetual jet
lag. Being late, in debt or sleep deprived

is the new normal, as circadian rhythms
slipped out of sync. Internal body clocks
lost track of time, chronology is broken,
does late-night screen time make you fat?

It is a crucial skill to acclimatise to new
environments, so treat yourself that power
nap between adopting and re-adopting,
OD on melatonin to heal displacement,
check your skincare routine, drink plenty
of water. Does eating placenta help with
insomnia? Plants suffer from jet lag as
much as people do, but also adjust accord-
ingly as time passes. The cellular sensi-
tivity to light is so elaborate that some
biological activity stays on for some time
even after the plant is harvested — your
supermarket cabbage is a jetlagged zombie
who’s metabolism and respiration does
not give up just because someone slapped
a price tag on it. ¥
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SEEDS



Put on ice for the
time being

One day the Siberian permafrost thawed
and exposed a prehistoric gene pool
where the worlds oldest seed had mar-
inated, together with bones from other
famous Ice Age species like mammoths
and woolly rhinoceros. Remnants of Si/ene
stenophylla was part of a seed bank once set
up by thrifty squirrels, probably stocking
up to prevent a Crisis.
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TIME

(63)

If seeds can resurrect after 32 000 frozen
years, does that not make refrigeration
seem like a pretty credible method for
defying time on a cellular level? ” Per-
haps the sweaty threat of global warming
explains why the business of personal
ice age is thriving. Freeze your mole off
with liquid nitrogen, cool down fat cells
to sculpt your ass, (chill)wave goodbye
to your tired old body. If you already kill
germs from sneakers in the freezer, why
not cryopreserve your marriage until ther-
apy resolves your partners trust issues?

Ice it to opt out of acceleration, press
pause until you can pop your head out of
the cryo-crypt like a bloated rat. Rodents
and hummingbirds preserve energy by
going into torpor on a daily basis, so why
not do the same? Refrigerate your credit,
uterus and brain tissue until science
catches up, keep things on hold and ride
out the storm.

62. Kaufman, ”32,000-Year-Old
Plant Brought Back to Life—
Oldest Yet”

63.The immature fruit of Stlene
stenophylla buried more than 30
000 years ago.
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ICE






€Elastic ore
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MOLE

The block, the piece and the fragment is
at the core of an atomized online archi-
tecture, which enabled clandestine onions
to redefine the monetary system through
a revolutionary ’subterranean’ infrastruc-
ture. ““ Electronic peer-to-peer cash
systems are decentralized alternatives who
stir up the market, which (together with
many other applications of blockchain
technology) aim to avoid censorship,
fraud and third party intervention. “” Did
the self-eating snake get stuck spinning

in its own loop, did it accelerate until it
imploded? Could the blockchain act as a
serpent or 2 mole? Maybe both?

Digital currencies (as well as Tor etc.) gave
rise to an vocabulary that sounds more
like something pertaining to the under-
ground mole than the slippery snake:
value is extracted through mining, money
is kept in vaults and carried in wallets.

7 Coins are unlocked by keys and pass
through crypts by means of an onion. The
references to physical material flourish,
despite describing a fundamentally imma-
terial matter.

66. Blockchain lets each trans-
action in a shared, immutable
ledger (owned by everyone and
no one) be reviewed by sever-
al other users before approval,
creating transparent, horizon-
tal distribution/decentralized
structures. Currency is only
one application of blockchain
technology, and many other
sectors have developed use of
it already.

66b. How can a disruptive
technology progress? Will it
be co-opted by established
organizations or continue to
evolve from the grassroots?
With growing interest comes
growing demands of confor-
mity: ISO has recently set up
a team working towards the
development of a standard
for blockchain and distribut-
ed ledger technology. Naden,
ISO/TC 307

67. Worth its weight in gold: some
digital currencies share fea-
tures with the monetary gold
standard (abandoned by most
nations during the 20th centu-
ry). Both can be considered fi-
nite (or at least scarce) resourc-
es, both are commodities with
no direct use for human bodies
(digital currencies might be in-
tangible, but similarly to gold
they cannot be eaten, turned
into fuel or built into a house)
and maybe most importantly,
neither is controlled by a cen-
tral authority or bank.

75

UNDERGROUND



Paying for the €scape room
with a dirty crypto-wallet

(68)
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ENCRYPTION

The roots and origin of words stretch deep
down in muddy history, for the etym-ar-
chaeologist to bring forth. But then
again, any language is hidden, buried and
encrypted until the codes of syntactical
relations unravel. Yet making the extra
effort of concealing meaning by trans-
forming text into signs illegible without a
secret cipher/sifr/key has somehow had a
useful function for long as there has been
any signs around to transform — there

has always been something worth to keep
private. A leap of progress brought such
secret words down in the subterranean
realm, and to decipher in a contemporary
sense often means to exhume code from
grimy subsoil, to brush the dirt off an
underground onion.

If an asymmetrical, messy haircut is a

tool of anti-surveillance encrypt—pro-
tect—obscure faces from being seen by
intrusive recognition software, could there
be similar techniques for avoiding perva-
sive semantic absorption? Is finding holey
spaces for words a way to unsubscribe
from the micro-voyerism permeating any-
thing that was once considered "private”?
A cavernous safe haven, a porous chamber,
where one could small talk in peace?

(68) A portrait of Darwin, drawn
as a corn maze on a field in
Massachusetts.

77

EVASION



Under tbe Influencer

Without dominant guidelines to fall back
on, the sponge mind is showered in a
myriad of subjective reasoning. Perhaps
sense stopped making’common sense’ and
started making something else instead.
Consensus of taste was good taste and it
was united and standard and internalized.
It was what ’everybody knows’ but nobody
knew how they got to know it. But when
’sense’ broke up with ’common’ it made
the taste of ones own medicine very con-
fusing.

Tongues host an army of onion-shaped
bulbs who register sensory taste. Taste
bud/papillae (nipple in latin) are a gang
of receptors hiding under a pore on the
surface of the tongue, desperately trying
to filter all the impressions flowing
through a mouth. The nipples are soaked
in the aroma of gossip and the flavour of
scandals, they filter an inbox full of sweet
words and analyze why you have to be so
salty lately. An appetite for the good life
starts in the buds.
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TONGUE

69. Initially the word znfluence
described an ethereal influ-
ence on your destiny coming
from stars and astral bodies. A
more recent definition came
to mean any B-list semi-star
flooding your feed, zhe influenc-
er. When marketing launched
the figure of the Influencer
— hijacking the channel of an
individual blessed with supe-
rior taste and a far-reaching
network — it was seen as a fresh
weapon to reconquer target au-
diences immune to regular ads.

70.The bud is a bulb, as an on-
ion ready to sprout.

How to sense a trend? How long before
’good taste’ expires? Taste buds have a life
span of approximately ten days before
the cells renew, but trends change much
faster than that. Your tongue is flooded
with flavor, your buds are overwhelmed,
your pores are clogged with trojan ads.
Every PR—engineer of desire is trying

to figure out exactly what the kids are
down with these days, just ask the spoiled
influencer how far an elite taste could get
you. “”Who to turn to when your faculty
of sense is out of office and the CEO of
your brain escaped to a silent retreat?

You overindulge at the sample sale and
the aftertaste is greasy. Nothing ‘'makes
sense’ anymore because your buds are
still in withdrawal after binge eating

at the bottomless brunch. What does
“coming to your senses” imply when
intoxicated from influence? Maybe
making non-sense instead of common
sense could reach beyond habitual
expetations into new territories of
thought.
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STANDARDS

”He divided the universe into forty categories or classes, which
were then subdivided into differences, and subdivided in turn into
spectes. Lo each class he assigned a monosyllable of two letters; to
each difference, a consonant; to each species, a vowel. For example,
de means element; deb, the first of the elements, fire; deba, a
portion of the element of fire, a flame.” ")

Borges was sceptical of any attempt at universal classifi-
cation and standardized languages. He gives a 350 year
old example of an English bishop — John Wilkins —who

attempted to develop a standard world language, immune

to disappearance.

As he was watching the process of semantic extinction
with despair, Wilkins saw the unreliability of spoken
language as the main reason to why languages fade away.
Speech lets words change shape and meaning over time,
making words slippery and unreliable. His synthetical
language, ‘Real Character’, would overcome the obstacle
of devious speech once and for all. A system which orga-
nizes and assigns meaning to every successive letter in

a word would let the user make sense of the word based
on every individual character (instead of the word as a
whole).

74. Borges, “John Wilkins’
Analytical Language” p.2.

75. ‘Real Character’ was also
developed as a set of symbols,
similar to stenography / short-
hand.
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SPEECH



b. running your mouth or

running out of business
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STANDARDS

Wilkins wanted to create the artificial
building blocks for a rational, all-encom-
passing semantic system. His ‘Real Charac-
ter’ privileged the written word, and had a
set of rules to rationally classify everything
one could possibly encounter in the uni-
verse. For example, following his method,
gradually deciphering each letter in the
‘Real Character’ word ’Zana’ informs the
reader about "a scaly river fish with pink
flesh”, while analyzing every character in
the English equivalent word —’salmon’ —
would not tell you nearly as much.

But Borges remarks how no classification
of the universe escapes speculation and
arbitrariness, for the simple reason that
nobody knows what the ensemble of the
universe really is. He continues to ask if
there could even be something universal
at all, in the organic, unifying sense of
such ambiguous word.

Real Character was a victim of its own arti-
ficiality, betrayed by its rigid, tongue-tied
terminology (although Wilkins also kind
of invented the standard metre, which
worked out a whole lot better). His solid
language, intact and impermeable, was
compressed into the archives like a forgot-
ten fossil. Perhaps a homogenous language
without irregularities has no energy to stay
alive, perhaps loose tongues live longer.
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Gbe sum of all spberes

25
The tail of the snake was of standard
length, the mole dug a vault of standard
depth.

26
The factory was a building but the busi-
ness is a gas, gold was solid but new
currencies are smoke. Ambient com-
puting is the fume you inhale.

2
No collagens could ever fill up the drill
holes, no botox could ever paralyze the
perpetual movement of matter.

28
Float the torrent, drink the juice, grow
your own pond scum.

29
If a perforated language can not be
stuffed, then the only way to deal with
gaps is to squeeze yourself through.

30
They tell you to 'grow up’ but duh you
know the point is to 'grow down’ (and
by the way in all the other directions as
well).
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SCUM

Rl
Cultivating your garden means ripping
up flowers and watering the weeds, to
spread new seeds and encrypt baby
onions.

32
Or just climb the pay-wall, fill up the
plot holes, make language leak like
a sieve. “Turn the Earth into swiss
cheese” or why not a sponge.

33
Earth is a holey space, a porous struc-
ture with a chill-cave basement. Chew
yourself a tunnel and hang out in the

crypt.

34
Micro-dose on disobedience. Dig a
loophole and slide right through it.

35
Maybe you're both the self-eating
snake and the dirty mole, both the one
(1) and the hole (0), both the slimy
algae and the sponge that soaks it up.

36
Be the want you change to see, let them
eat cake and be the cake too.
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